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Yet the Donatists, after his death, had recourse to their usual arms of slander
to asperse his character and pretended that this pope had delivered the scrip-
tures into the hands of the persecutors; which St Austin calls a groundless
and malicious calumny. St Melchiades died on the loth of January 314,
having sat two years, six months, and eight days, and was buried on the
Appian road in the cemetery of Calixtus; is named in the Roman Martyr-
ology, and in those of Bede, Ado, Usuard, &c. In some calendars he is styled
a martyr, doubtless on account of his sufferings in preceding persecutions.

This holy pope saw a door opened by the peace of the church to the
conversion of many, and he rejoiced at the triumph of the cross of Christ.
But with worldly prosperity a worldly spirit too often broke into the
sanctuary itself, insomuch that the zealous pastor had sometimes reason
to complain with Isaiah, " Thou hast multiplied the nation, and hast not
increased my joy."1    Under the pressures of severe persecution, the true
spirit of our holy religion was maintained in many among its professors
during the first ages;  yet, amidst the most holy examples and under the
influence of the strongest motives and helps, avarice and ambition insinuated
themselves into the hearts of some who, by the abuse of the greatest graces,
became of all others the most abandoned to wickedness;   witness Judas
the Apostate in the college of the apostles, also several amongst the disciples
of the primitive saints, as Simon Magus, Paul of Samosata, and others.
But with temporal honours and affluence, the love of the world, though
most severely condemned by Christ, as the capital enemy to his grace and
holy love, and the source of all vicious passions, crept into the hearts of
many, to the utter extinction of the Christian spirit in their souls.   This,
indeed, reigns, and always will reign in a great number of chosen souls
whose lives are often hidden from the world, but in whom God will always
provide for his honour faithful servants on earth, who will praise him in
spirit and truth.    But so deplorable are the overflowing of sensuality,
avarice, and ambition, and such the lukewarmness and spiritual insensibility
which have taken root in the hearts of many Christians, that the torrent
of evil example and a worldly spirit ought to fill everyone with alarms,
and oblige everyone to hold fast and be infinitely upon his guard that he
be not carried away by it.   It is not the crowd that we are to follow, but
the gospel;   and though temporal goods and prosperity are a blessing,
they ought extremely to rouse our attention, excite our watchfulness, and
inspire us with fear, being fraught with snares and, by the abuse which
is frequently made of them, the ruin of virtue.
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